
Rutland County Council                  
Catmose   Oakham   Rutland   LE15 6HP.
Telephone 01572 722577 Facsimile 01572 75307 DX28340 Oakham

Minutes of the MEETING of the CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE SCRUTINY 
PANEL held in the Council Chamber, Catmose on Thursday, 22nd February, 2018 at 
7.00 pm

PRESENT: Mr E Baines Mr K Bool
Mr J Dale Mr M Oxley
Mrs L Stephenson

APOLOGIES: Mr B Callaghan Mr A Menzies
Mrs L Youngman

OFFICERS
PRESENT: Mr M Andrews Deputy Director for People

Ms G Curtis Head of Learning and Skills
Ms R Wilshire Head of Children Social Care
Ms T Crowson Senior Public Health Manager
Mr C Thomas Sports Development Manager
Ms S Hickman Early Years Foundation Stage Advisor
Ms D Greaves Finance Manager
Mr K Silcock Governance Officer

IN
ATTENDANCE: Mr D Wilby Portfolio Holder for Lifelong Learning, 

Early Years, Special Educational 
Needs & Disabilities, Inclusion

Mr N Begy Ward Member for Greetham
Miss G Waller Ward Member for Normanton

---oOo---
NOMINATION OF CHAIR

Nominations were invited for a Member to Chair the meeting.

Mr Oxley nominated Mrs Stephenson, this was seconded by Mr Bool.

No further nominations were received.

Mrs Stephenson took the Chair.

---oOo---
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629 RECORD OF MEETING 

The Record of the Meeting of the Children and Young People Scrutiny Panel held on 
23 November 2017 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

630 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

i. Mrs Stephenson declared a personal interest in that she was a teacher at 
Leighfield Primary School.

631 PETITIONS, DEPUTATIONS AND QUESTIONS 

No petitions, deputations or questions had been received.

632 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE FROM MEMBERS 

No questions with notice had been received from Members.

633 NOTICES OF MOTION FROM MEMBERS 

No notices of motion had been received from Members.

634 CONSIDERATION OF ANY MATTER REFERRED TO THE PANEL FOR A 
DECISION IN RELATION TO CALL IN OF A DECISION 

No matter had been referred to the Panel for a decision in relation to call-in of a 
decision in accordance with Procedure Rule 206.

635 QUARTER 3 PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT REPORT 2017-18 

During discussion the following points were noted:

i. Miss Waller commended Casterton College for their Progress 8 score.
ii. Key Stage 1 performance scores were lower than the national average, 

however the figures were nine months old and attention had been placed by the 
learning service on to the schools that had not performed well.

iii. Miss Waller noted she had submitted questions in advance and had received a 
response, and asked that they be included in the minutes.

AGREED

That the Panel NOTED the report.

636 QUARTER 3 FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT REPORT 2017-18 

The report was taken without debate.

AGREED

That the Panel NOTED the report.



637 SPOTLIGHT - CHILDREN'S HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

Mr Begy introduced the presentation, the purpose of which was to give an overview of 
the physical health of children and young people in Rutland schools and early years. 
Please find the presentation attached with the minutes.

During discussion the following points were noted:

i. The number of children that begin school at an unhealthy weight had increased.
ii. Mr Oxley noted that a lot more children stay inside at home and not burning off 

the calories from eating.
iii. Most children attend an early year’s provider, and all providers would have 

reasonable outdoor areas.
iv. Mr Oxley noted that the Rutland Morris Men were looking for volunteers, and 

that they went to schools to teach their dance. The Morris Men were keen to 
get involved with anything to do with community dance.

v. The Spotlight Dance Festival would start Sunday 25 March 2018 with the 
Community Show, the Secondary school show would take place on Monday 26 
March 2018, and the Primary School shows were on Wednesday 28th, and 
Thursday 29th March 2018.

vi. It was suggested that there should be promotion for active travel, in which 
parents drop off their kids further away from the school so that they could be 
walked in.

vii. Mrs Curtis requested that any further suggestions be sent to her direct 
gcurtis@rutland.gov.uk

638 CHILDCARE SUFFICIENCY ASSESSMENT REPORT 2016-2017 

Mr Wilby, Portfolio Holder for Lifelong Learning, Early Years, Special Educational 
Needs & Disabilities, and Inclusion, introduced the report, the purpose of which was to 
provide the Panel with assurance that there is currently sufficient childcare to meet the 
requirements of parents and carers and that the Learning and Skills Service is 
undertaking a range of planned activities to manage the market and maintain capacity 
within the system.

During discussion the following points were noted:

i. It was noted that there was now a completed Childcare Sufficiency and Early 
Education Action Plan, this would be provided to send out alongside the 
minutes.

ii. It was suggested that child minding in Rutland could be promoted at the Parish 
Council Forum, with the next forum being on 16 April 2018.

iii. It was noted that the eligibility for parents to receive 30 hours of free childcare 
provision was needed to be made clearer. This website has clearer information

iv. Holiday clubs often started and finished at time that were not suitable for all 
working parents.

v. The cost of childcare for a single parent with more than one child could be cost 
prohibitive.

AGREED

That the Panel NOTED the report.



639 INCREASE FOSTERING FEE FOR SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT CHILD 

Mr Wilby, Portfolio Holder for Lifelong Learning, Early Years, Special Educational 
Needs & Disabilities, and Inclusion, introduced the report, the purpose of which was to 
gather views and feedback on the proposal to increase the fostering fee, for second 
and subsequent children.

During discussion the following points were noted:

i. It was noted that the majority of foster carers were qualified at Level 2, the 
Council was looking to offer carers to progress to a Level 3 qualification.

ii. It was clarified that a connected carer was a family member or family friend of 
the child.

iii. It was noted there had been increase of enquires in becoming foster carers, 
there are six assessments in progress.

iv. There was a foster carers support group monthly, and a Christmas party for 
children looked after as well as birth children of foster carers and this we are 
also doing a summer event. 

AGREED

That the Panel RECOMMENDED Cabinet support the change of fee. The report would 
be considered by Cabinet as part of the Foster Carers – Recruitment & Retention 
Policy.

640 EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY CONTRACT PROVISION 

AGREED

That the Panel noted the report.

641 SAFEGUARDING THROUGH EDUCATION ANNUAL REPORT 2016-17 

Ms Curtis noted that her team were working on a new Safeguarding Through 
Education report. It was asked that this be brought to the Scrutiny Panel as an audit 
report.

AGREED

That the Panel NOTED the report.

642 SCRUTINY PROGRAMME 2017/18 & REVIEW OF FORWARD PLAN 

No discussion took place on the item.

643 ANY OTHER URGENT  BUSINESS 

There was no other urgent business.



644 DATE AND PREVIEW OF NEXT MEETING 

Thursday 19 April 2018 at 7pm

Items to include: Safeguarding Through Education Audit

---oOo---
The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.15 pm.

---oOo---
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Questions from Councillor Waller Regarding Pupil performance in the Quarter 3 
Performance Management Report 2017/18

1. In para. 6.2 we should be appalled that we have fewer than the national 
average of children achieving higher than national averages at KS1.  Our 
children are not living in a deprived area.  We are responsible for challenging 
schools on their data and these results, coupled with the lack of progress 
children appear to make between KS1 and KS2 ( para 6.3) neither benefits 
our children nor helps our secondary schools who have a deficit to make up.

Answer: From 2011-2015 outcomes for Rutland at the end of KS1 at the 
higher level (at that time; Level 3) were well above national in all 
subjects.

In 2016, the first year of the new assessment system:
 Reading, at Greater Depth, remained above national average
 Writing just above national average
 Maths just below national average

In 2017, a further drop was noted:
 Reading, at Greater Depth, in line with national average
 Writing just below national average
 Maths below national average

Improved data gathering and evaluation allowed us to identify this 
underperformance and we have moved swiftly to report concerns to 
the Education Performance Board and headteachers through 
Headteacher Briefings. Where we have had concerns regarding 
performance of individual schools we have raised this with the 
schools themselves or, in the case of academies, with the RSC. 
Maintained schools with low outcomes have been subject to LA 
Strategy Meetings to hold them to account for pupil performance. 
The new School Prioritisation system has meant that there is a 
transparent system of alerting school leaders, including governors, of 
any concerns that we have.

With particular reference to writing and maths that dropped below 
national average at greater depth, in 2017, we have:

 Brokered a programme of support from Keystone Teaching 
School for SLAs to work in three of our maintained schools 
where maths outcomes needed improvement. This 
programme is ongoing and impact will be judged in terms of 
2018 outcomes.

 A greater number of moderation training events, for writing, 
have been implemented by RTA led by an experienced 
external consultant. This has led to improved standardisation 
of writing and consistent messages as we suspect that some 
of the previous low outcomes for writing were due to teachers 
insecurity with the new assessment system.
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Next step:
 Building collegiate challenge, based on local priorities, 

through the establishment of a sector led system.

2. The progress 8 score for Rutland is good (particularly due to Casterton 
achieving well above national average). How much better would the actual 
GCSE scores be if our children didn’t start secondary at such a low point?

Answer: Outcomes at the end of KS2, in contrast to that at KS1, are showing 
a marked improvement from the low performance in Rutland in 2013 
and further decline in 2014 where the authority was in the bottom 
10% of authorities nationally. In 2017 Rutland was well above the 
national picture for RWM at the EXPs and in the top 10% of 
improving LAs. Rutland performance is above regional neighbours 
and compares well to statistical neighbours.

The current Progress 8 scores have been achieved from a very high 
baseline. These pupils, who were at the end of KS2 in 2012, attained 
significantly above the national average.

However Cllr Waller’s concerns regarding current progress across 
KS2 is a concern we have also highlighted to schools. Whilst there is 
a mixed picture with KS1-KS2 progress in Rutland schools; two 
schools in particular have impacted negatively on our overall 
progress scores. The one school has been subject to significant 
challenge through LA strategy meetings and the LA brokered NLE 
support for this school which is impacting on school improvement. 
This school is due to enter into a MAT in March ’18. The second 
school is also receiving NLE support involving significant challenge 
for leaders. There are early indications that this school is also 
improving – school is currently being re-brokered to enter a new 
MAT.
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SPOTLIGHT – 
Children’s Health 
and Wellbeing’ 

Presentation to the  

Children and Young People’s Scrutiny Panel 

22nd February 2018 
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Introduction 

 

 

 

Children’s Health and Wellbeing – a 
spotlight on developing healthy 

lifestyles 

 

• What the data tells us 

 

• How are we already supporting: 

• Health and wellbeing  

• Families and young children 

• School aged children 

 

• What are the next steps 
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Childhood obesity set in context of wider 

Children’s physical health 

 
What the data tells us – 

Children and young people under 20 make up 22.7% of 

Rutland population.  

• 7.4% of school children are from a minority ethnic group. 

  

• Health & wellbeing in Rutland is generally better than 

England 

• Infant & child mortality rates are similar to England  

• Child poverty is better than the England. 8.5% of children 

aged under 16 years living in poverty. The rate of family 

homelessness is similar to the England average.  

•  2015/16, 981 A&E attendances by children aged four and 

under (similar to England). Hospital admission rate for 

injury in children is lower than the England and admission 

rate for injury in young people is similar to the England. 

• 72.1% achieve good level of development at the end of the 

foundation stage - similar to the England 
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Services to support wellbeing 

• 0-19 Healthy Child Programme. 

   Health visiting – 5 contacts plus 

   School Nursing – National Child  

Measurement Programme 

 

 

•  Chat health  

Text 07520 615382 

 

• Health for Under 5s 

• Health for Teens 

• Health for Kids 

 

• Oral health – tooth decay  

   supervised tooth brushing  
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National Child Measurement Programme 2016/17 

• 751 children in Rutland were weighed & 
measured 2016/17. (94.8% of eligible 
population) 

384 children in Reception (95.8% of eligible 
population) 

367 children in Year 6 (93.9% of the eligible 
population) 

  

• NCMP data only includes children participating 
in the NCMP in state maintained schools, any 
measurements taken at independent and 
special schools are excluded from the analysis. 
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Prevalence of BMI Category  

by School Year in 2016-17 
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Excess Weight in Rutland 

• A quarter of children in Reception (24.0%) and in Year 6 (25.4%) living 

in Rutland had excess weight 

• This is similar to the national average for Reception children (22.6%) 

and better than the national average for Year 6 children (34.2%). 
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Prevalence of Overweight  
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Prevalence of Obesity 
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Prevalence of  Excess Weight 
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Support for families –weight 
management 
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Early Years 
• Early Years Providers work in partnership with the health service to 

implement the Integrated Review for 2 year olds attending a nursery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• For Rutland’s most vulnerable children, this means bringing together 
parents, health and education together for the progress check of the EYFS 
and the Healthy Child programme review to ensure any additional support 
and early intervention is put in place as soon as possible to support the 
child to make good progress. 

 

Early Years 
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Physical Development 
 

In 2017, the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile results for Physical 
Development show that children achieved slightly above the national level of 
72% in ‘Moving and handling’ with 73% achieving expected levels. However, 
2% fall below the national level in ‘Health and self care’. 

 

 

 

 

 Trends over the last 3 years: 

 

Early Years Curriculum 

Physical Development 

  2015 2016 2017 

Overall Physical Area of Learning 96 91 93 

Moving and Handling 97 95 94 

Health and Self Care 97 95 96 

Boys 91 87 90 

Girls 97 95 97 
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So what are we doing…. 
 
  

 

Rutland Outdoor Learning Project 

 

 

 

 

In partnership with ‘Early Excellence’ the Early Years Service,  is 
working with all Rutland early years providers, including the 
Children’s Centre, to deliver this exciting project to support the 
development of outdoor learning in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage.  Aims to 

• support children’s physical health and wellbeing 

• improve outcomes for children  

 

 

 

 

Early Years Curriculum 

22



Developing Understanding of ‘How Children Learn’ 

• Developing children’s gross and fine motor skills through physical activity 
supports progress in learning and understanding, particularly in writing 

 

• Helping practitioners to understand the stages of children’s physical 
development so the curriculum reflects levels; whilst setting good 
challenge it does not place unreal expectations on young children 

 

Early Years 
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A high-quality physical education curriculum inspires all pupils to succeed and 
excel in competitive sport and other physically demanding activities. It should 
provide opportunities for pupils to become physically confident in a way which 
supports their health and fitness. Opportunities to compete in sport and other 
activities build character and help to embed values such as fairness and respect . 

It is up to schools to determine how 
much time is devoted to PE in the 
curriculum but departmental guidance 
recommends that they should provide 
pupils with a minimum of two 
hours curricular PE per week 

PE in the National Curriculum 
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School Sport Partnership 

• Primary and Secondary Schools have free access to School Games 
Programme through National Funding. This is coordinated and 
delivered by Chris Thomas (Sports Development Manager) as a 
part of his full time role. 

 

School Sport Offer – Core Offer – School 

Games 

Primary  Secondary 

Sportshall Athletics 
Table Tennis 
Gymnastics 
Change for Life 
Swimming 
Netball 
Hockey 
Sportsability 
Quadkids Athletics 
Tennis 
Cycling 
Tri-Golf 

Sitting Volleyball 
LD Basketball 
Boccia 
Dodgeball 
Indoor Rowing 
Sportshall Athletics 
Volleyball 
Cycling 
Softball 
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School Sport Partnership 

• Primary and Secondary Schools have agreed to buy into the 
School Sport Partnership in order to access a variety of additional 
opportunities, inc extra competitions 

 

• We have 100% of schools buying into the Partnership and 
accessing these additional competitions/events. 

 

School Sport Offer – Extended Offer 
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School Sport Partnership 

School Sport Offer – Extended Offer Primary Secondary 

Team Leicestershire SSPAN Finals 

Football (Boys/Girls) 
Aquasplash 
Cross Country 
Multisports 
Basketball (Boys/Girls) 
Cycling 
Swimming 
Gymnastics 
Development 
Multiskills (KS1) 
Dodgeball 
Tag Rugby 
Tennis 
Athletics 
Rounders 
Orienteering 
 

Football (Boys/Girls) 
Netball 
Table Tennis 
Futsal 
Badminton 
Basketball 
Cricket 

 
 

Girls Dodgeball 
Trampolining 
Swimming 27



School Sport Partnership 

• Spotlight Dance Festival is in it’s 14th yr this year.  

 

• We now have a week long festival of dance 

 

• Festival includes the following: 

 Secondary Dance Show (1 night) 

 Primary Dance Show (2 nights) 

 Community Dance Show (2 shows in 1 night) 

 

• Approx 450-500 people involved performing across the week 

 

 

School Sport Offer – Spotlight Dance Week 
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School Sport Partnership 

• We have 50 primary children registered on the  

Leadership Academy – 5 meetings throughout  

the year where they receive additional Leadership  

training and work towards achieving their Rutland  

Leadership Award (Bronze, Silver, Gold).  

 

• Supported by our Gold/Platinum Ambassadors  

from Harington. 

 

• New initiative this year – Secondary Leadership  

Academy (Yr 7/8) 

 

• Provided pathway for those who have completed Primary Academy to continue at 
Secondary level. Currently 21 registered on Academy for this year. 

 

School Sport Offer – Leadership Academy 

29



School Sport Partnership 

• New Steering Group established to feed into Leicestershire 
Headteacher Advocacy Group. 

 

• Steering Group made up of 5 Headteachers (4 Primary, 1 
Secondary), Rob Clayton, Trish Crowson, Gill Curtis and Geoff 
Maltby (LRS) 

 

• Provide Scrutiny and Direction for the Schools Sports Partnership 
and help in Strategic decisions about the partnership 

 

• Will be involved in future Health and Wellbeing Proposal and roll 
out of project 

 

School Sport Offer – Steering Group 
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School Sport Partnership 
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School Sport Partnership 

 

• Approaching all Primary schools to add in £1k each 

 

• Proposals include: 

 Fundamental Movement Intervention Programme 

 Activity Clubs – Less Active Boys and Girls 

 Active Travel Promotion 

 Introduction of Daily Mile in Schools 

 Pilates and Mindfulness Exercise Training for Staff 

 

School Sport Offer – Health and Well Being 

Proposal 
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Out of School and Holiday Provision 

• The Childcare Sufficiency Assessment, undertaken every year, 
now also considers the availability, accessibility and affordability 
of out of school and holiday childcare 

• Enables a much clearer understanding of offers available across 
Rutland; provides the opportunity to identify needs and further 
develop the market.  

• Promoted through Rutland Information Service; aims to include 
Rutland leisure and sports clubs and teams 
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Next Steps 

Suggestions and Questions 
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Appendix 3
Rutland Early Years’ Service

Childcare Sufficiency and Early Education Action Plan 2017

Aim: 

To ensure sufficient, high quality early education and childcare and wraparound and holiday care places are available to meet the needs all 
Rutland children and their families. 

Outcome: 

Parents and carers report that, because childcare places are available, accessible and affordable and delivered flexibly in a range of high 
quality settings, it is sufficient to meet needs so that they are able to study or work.

1. MAINTAIN SUFFICIENCY OF EARLY EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE ACROSS RUTLAND

Target Actions Responsibility Timescale Completed and 
evaluated

Systematic processes for childcare 
sufficiency data collection, to include 
information to ensure sufficiency for 
the 30 Hour Extended Entitlement, 

 Organise programme of training and guidance 
for LA staff and early years providers to ensure 
confident use of Open Objects

Early Years adviser, 
Childcare officer 

Early education and 

September 
2017 

All providers using 
Open Objects; 
successful training 
provided.
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are implemented

 ensuring accurate data is 
readily available

 sufficiency of provision 
ensured

 Calculate the number of additional hours 
accessed by eligible 30 hour entitled children 
following the headcount data collection process

childcare co-
ordinator

Autumn 2017

Spring  2018 
Summer 2018

Phone support 
continues to be 
available to all 
providers

Update on hours 
accessed available

The Open Objects System is 
implemented and monitoring in place 
to ensure it is providing an effective 
data resource and evaluation tool for 
30HEE so that the system

 meets the needs of both the 
LA and  all Early Years 
providers

 supports the effective 
allocation and audit of the 
Early Years funding

 Organise promotional materials to ensure all 
Early Years providers sign up to and use Open 
objects

 Continue to market and promote the free 
education for two, three and four-year olds to 
ensure parents/ carers are accessing the high 
quality provision to which they are entitled

Early education and 
childcare co-
ordinator

Early Years adviser, 
Childcare officer 

January – 
March 2018

On-going

100% providers 
using Open Objects

Marketing and 
promotion includes 
Rutland Information 
Service website and 
RCC social media 
options

A comprehensive approach to 
support the generation of additional 
provision to meet the requirements of 
all Rutland children and their families 
is
planned with stakeholders and 
providers and implemented in a 
timely manner

 Monitor take up of places using Open Objects 
three times annually.

 Confirm and evaluate information collected 
above to assess overall sufficiency to report to 
elected members annually.

 Work with LA officers and childcare 
representatives to explore and develop 
processes to support viability of existing 
providers and increase the number of new 

Early Years Adviser 
and Childcare officer

Early Years Adviser 
and Childcare officer

Early Years Adviser 
and Childcare officer

September 
2017- May 
2018

September 
2017- May 
2018

September 
2017  – April 
2019

Delay in accessing 
Open Objects due to 
system becoming 
operational 
overcome 
successfully; fully 
functioning Spring 
2018.

Schools Forum 
EYFS working party 
established to 
support viability of 
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providers within Rutland provision; reporting 
back to Schools 
Forum meetings

2. ASSURE QUALITY OF EARLY EDUCATION AND CHILDCARE

Target Actions Responsibility Timescale Completed and 
evaluated

Sufficiency of good or better quality 
of childcare is assured through 
systematic monitoring of 
performance and promoting of 
good practice

 Monitor Ofsted inspection outcomes and identify:
o Strengths; work with Providers to provide 

opportunities for sharing good practice
o Areas for improvement: offer support and 

guidance to bring about rapid 
improvement.  Monitor for evidence of 
sustained impact

 Routinely complete the Early Years priority 
assessment  process to identify any issues 
relating to quality or sufficiency; implement 
appropriate actions to address identified issues

 Develop a cohesive programme of training and 
guidance for all pre-school childcare providers, 
focusing on high quality early education, 
safeguarding and meeting the needs of all young 

Early Years adviser 

Early Years adviser 
and Childcare officer

Early Years adviser 
and Childcare officer

September 
2017- August 
2018

3 times per 
year

April 2018 to 
April 2019

On-going support 
provided.  Challenge 
where provision less 
than good.  Use of 
Early Years 
practitioners in 
support/ moderation

Outdoor Project in 
conjunction with 
Early Excellence.

Managers Day 
Event completed – 
focus on 
safeguarding

Developing 
Childcare Project 
within Learning and 

37



children in preparation for readiness for school Skills Action Plan 
2018-19

3. ENSURE SUFFICIENCY AND QUALITY OF WRAPAROUND AND HOLIDAY CHILDCARE TO MEET PARENTAL NEEDS 

Target Actions Responsibility Timescale Completed and 
evaluated

Accurate data on wrap-around and 
holiday childcare maintained; 
information readily available to 
parents and carers on RCC/ 
Rutland Information website

 Undertake regular monitoring of provision to 
include providers added to and removed from 
register; update RCC website and link to 
neighbouring authority websites for parents 
attending provision outside Rutland.

Early Years and 
Childcare Co-
ordinator

Weekly from

October 2017

October half term 
February half term 
added; currently 
uploading Easter 
information on to 
RIS

Cleansing of RIS 
website to ensure 
accurate provide 
information has been 
completed

Contact being made 
with out of school , 
holiday childcare 
providers to ensure 
information up to 
date
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 Develop a plan to support increased local 
authority partnership with wrap-around and 
holiday providers to include systematic audit of 
need and provision, updated to ensure 
information is current at key school holiday 
times; signpost through publication and website

 Confirm strategic policy in relation to monitoring 
of wrap-around and holiday childcare beyond 
LA statutory duty; potential to include increased 
levels of data collection, programme of provider 
training and support, quality assurance of 
provision.  

Early Years officers

Head of Learning 
and Skills

December 
2017 to March 
2018

March 2018

Ofsted links

Plan being 
developed as part of 
wider childcare 
project; programme 
to be published for 
summer term

Further confirmation 
required; provider 
training and support 
to be included as 
above.  LA role not 
to measure quality; 
this is determined by 
Ofsted
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